Managing Drought,
Sustaining Growth
In Djibouti



Context

With nearly 75% of its population concentrated

in its capital city, Djibouti is at particular risk for
water shortages and severe flooding, both of which
profoundly impact its growing but fragile economic
sector. The 2008-2011 drought caused upwards of
$51 million in damages, and more than $157 million
in losses. At current growth rates, the country’s
population is set to double in less than 15 years,
increasing strain on Djibouti's already stressed fresh
water resources and its vulnerability to natural
hazards (Djibouti's fresh water availability per capita
is only one fifth of neighboring Somalia, Eritrea and
Ethiopia). Changes in climate will only exacerbate
these issues.

Approach

GFDRR and the World Bank have been partnering
with the Government of Djibouti since 2007 to
improve resilience and absorb natural shocks to the
region’s burgeoning population and economy. GFDRR
was able to leverage more than $40 million to fund
various projects in disaster risk management and
recovery, including the establishment of the Middle
East and North Africa’s region first comprehensive
risk assessment platform to address:

+ Qutdated preparedness and emergency plans.
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